
Guided Via Claudia Bike Tour 
Duration:  7 Days/6 Nights 

The Via Claudia Augusta is an ancient road built by a Roman 
Emperor to connect Rome with the northern (German) territo-
ries. Construction began in 15 BC and was completed in 60 
years. The Via Claudia winds through the gentle valleys of Ba-
varia, crosses Alpine passes in Austria, and enters the wealthy 
German enclaves of Italy. Today the Germans, Austrians and 
Italians have created 700 kilometers (440 miles) of bike paths, 
both paved and unpaved. On this tour you cycle almost exclu-
sively on bike paths. You roll through the dramatic Bavarian 
countryside passing the fairy tale Neuschwanstein Castle which 
inspired Walt Disney to create his Magic Kingdom. You stay 
in small villages in Alpine valleys. You ride past mountain 
lakes and streams. The tour ends at a spa town in Northern Ita-
ly. Relax at the spa which features 25 pools (both indoor and 
outdoor) and various saunas.  

Germany to Austria to Italy on Bike Paths Route Rating 
Moderate: 20-30 miles per 
day cycling over hilly terrain. 
 
Meet / Finish 
Augsburg, Germany /  
Merano, Italy 
 
Highlights 
• Thermal spa in Merano 
• Cycling almost exclusively 

on bike paths 
• Spectacular Alpine scenery 

(NOTE: We shuttle over the 
two mountain passes) 

• German, Austrian, and Ital-
ian cuisine 
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We rendezvous at our hotel in Augsburg, Germany (30 minutes 
by train from Munich).  We won’t be cycling today, but we 
will take the time to get you fitted on your bike.  Augsburg 
dates back to the Roman Empire, when in 15 BC a son of Au-
gustus set up a military camp here on the banks of the Lech 
River.  It became known as Augusta, which is what Italians call 
the city to this day. The fashionable Maximilianstrasse lies on 
the Via Claudia Augusta, where the town's former wealth is 
still visible in its ornate architecture.  This ancient Roman road 
is now the town’s main shopping street and has two monumen-
tal and elaborate fountains.  Our hotel is the lively and large 
historic center.  The center is full of piazzas, fountains, shops 
and restaurants.  For dinner we gather in an old beer hall for a 
typical Bavarian feast. 

Day 1 
Augsburg, Germany 

Hotel 
Hotel Steigenberger 
Drei Mohren 
Augsburg, Germany 
(1 night) 
This historic hotel is lo-
cated on the beautiful 
Maximilianstrasse in the 
heart of Augsburg. It fea-
tures elegant rooms and 
suites and a restaurant 
with a show kitchen.  
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Guided Via Claudia Bike Tour 
The Rides 

Augsburg to Landsberg am Lech 
34 miles (55 km) 
 

We cycle south following the Lech river.  The riding is com-

pletely on bike paths and the elevation gain is slight, just 741 ft 

(226 mt).  Riding south you can see the majestic Austrian Alps 

marking the border between Germany and Austria.  The river 

town of Landsberg am Lech looks much like it did 850 years 

ago, with more than 500 historic buildings surrounded by a for-

tress-like wall that dates back to the 15th century.  A com-

manding Gothic gateway still stands sentry to the old city, 

which features a cobblestone main square, a clock and bell 

tower, and a fountain.  Our hotel is in the historic center close 

to the main square. 

Hotel 
Hotel Augsburger Hof 
Landsberg Am Lech,  
Germany (1 night) 
This traditional, family-
run hotel is located in the 
center of Landsburg am 
Lech. The hotel has just 
15 rooms that have been 
completely renovated. 
www.augsburger-hof.com 
 
The Ride 
Day 2, 34 mi (55 km) 
A bike path connects 
Augsburg and Landsberg.  
The path parallels the 
Lech river and climbs 741 
ft (226 mt). 

Day 2 
Landsberg am Lech, Germany 

Neuschwanstein Castle 



Guided Via Claudia Bike Tour 
The Rides 

Landsberg am Lech to Füssen 
40 miles (64 km) 
 

The cycling just gets prettier and prettier as we approach the 

Austrian Alps.  The riding is once again all on bike paths away 

from the main roads.  The path rolls through cultivated fields, 

past lakes, and old timber barns.  Our destination is Füssen, at 

the base of the Alps.  Füssen is gorgeous, with a cluster of ga-

bled houses sheltering on medieval lanes beneath a fine Gothic 

castle.  The historic center is car free and full of cafes, shops, 

beerhouses, and restaurants.  While in Füssen visit the spectac-

ular Neuschwanstein castle.  This is a newer castle, as castle 

go, built in the late 19th century, but it is one of the prettiest 

castle’s in Europe.  It is the castle of your childhood picture 

books. 

Site of Interest 
Neuschwanstein Castle 
Neuschwanstein Castle is 
a nineteenth-century 
Romanesque Revival cas-
tle on a rugged hill near 
Füssen in Bavaria, Ger-
many. It is one of the 
most popular of all the 
castles in Europe. The 
castle inspired Walt Dis-
ney to create the first 
Magic Kingdom.  

Hotel 
Hotel Sonne 
Fussen, Germany 
(1 night) 
This 4-star hotel offers 
original rooms with free 
Wi-Fi and international 
cuisine in the scenic town 
of Füssen.  
 
The Ride 
Day 3, 40 mi (64 km) 
A ride of breathtaking 
beauty rolls through pas-
tures and fields at the base 
of the Alps.  More climb-
ing today as you go up 
1,147 ft (432 mt).   Again 
the ride is completely on 
bike paths. 
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Day 3 
Fussen, Germany 



Guided Via Claudia Bike Tour 
The Rides 

Fussen to Imst 
42 miles (68 km) 
 

Today we cross from Germany to Austria.  You can cycle over 

the challenging Fernpass or take a shuttle for a quick ride to the 

top.  Cycling down from the pass you enter the Oberinn valley.  

A mountain bike path leads through woods and lush green 

meadows before arriving in Imst, a small town with a popula-

tion of 10,000 people.  From Imst you can see gorgeous snow 

topped peaks.  Imst is small, but they do have a fabulous 3.5 

km-long alpine slide.  We will be happy to shuttle you if you 

want to give it a go. 

Hotel 
Hotel Stern 
Imst, Austria (1 night) 
This family-run hotel is 
located in the heart of 
Imst. Hotel Stern features 
a spa and spacious rooms 
with state-of-the-art 
equipment. 
www.stern-imst.at 
 
The Ride 
Day 4, 42 mi (68 km) 
The Fernpass separates 
Germany and Austria.  
Ride over the pass or opt 
for a shuttle.  The ride out  
of Fussen climbs steeply 
on a dirt path.  A long 
downhill to Imst awaits 
on the other side. 
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Day 4 
Imst, Austria 

Other Questions? 
Toll free 1 888 491 2760  
info@charnestours.com 



Guided Via Claudia Bike Tour 
The Rides 
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Imst to Burgusio 
49 miles (80 km) or 23 miles (38 km) with shuttle 
 
Reschen Pass is one of the principle passes of the Alps and 

marks the border between Austria and Italy.  You can cycle up 

this challenging climb or take the shuttle bus instead.  A long 

twisty descent leads down to the Reschensee reservoir.  This 

man-made lake was built in 1950 and submerged a number of 

villages.  The water is deep, but not deep enough to submerge 

the 14th century Graun church steeple which rises magnificent-

ly from the lake waters.  Tonight we stay in Burgusio, a ski 

town in the German enclave of Italy.  This town has just 1,000 

inhabitants.  Strolling through the center of town you still find 

animals living on the ground floor of houses, as they have done 

for centuries.  Many houses have their original frescoed fa-

cades.  The southern road to town is guarded by a 13th century 

castle. 

Day 5 
Burgusio, Italy 

Hotel 
Hotel Maraias 
Burgusio, Italy (1 night) 
This family-run hotel of-
fers a wellness center and 
a traditional restau-
rant.  Enjoy a massage, 
Turkish bath, sauna, or 
solarium.  
www.maraias.it 
 
The Ride 
Day 5, 49 mi (80 km) 
While fit riders can cycle 
over the Rischen Pass, we 
recommend taking the 
shuttle.  The shuttle takes 
away 2,600 ft (800 mt) of 
climbing and 26 miles (42 
km) or riding.  It is a long 
beautiful downhill from 
the pass to Burgusio. 

Fussen, Germany 



Guided Via Claudia Bike Tour 
The Rides 
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Burgusio to Merano 
37 miles (60 km) 
 
Today’s ride is mostly downhill following the fast-flowing 

Passer river.  The total climb is just 394 feet (120 mt).  The 

bike path parallels the river, crossing over from time to time.  

You cycle through old riverside villages and pass through a 

covered bridge.  The ride ends in Merano, a quintessential spa 

town.  The town spa has 25 indoor and outdoor thermal pools.  

Hot water, cool water, bubbles and currents; there is something 

for everyone.  There are pools for walking, soaking, swim-

ming, or just chatting.  This is a spa/water park with all the 

trimmings.   Merano was once part of Austria before being ced-

ed to Italy as part of the 1919 Treaty of Versailles.  Here at the 

base of the Alps, German culture runs head on into Italian 

style.  The people speak Italian with German accents and the 

food is a delightful mix of Alpine and Mediterranean traditions. 

Day 6 
Merano 

Hotel 
Hotel Terme Merano 
Merano, Italy (1 night) 
This luxury 4-star hotel 
offers panoramic moun-
tain views and contempo-
rary rooms. An under-
ground tunnel connects 
the hotel with the town 
spa.  
www.hoteltermemerano.it 
 
The Ride 
Day 6, 37 mi (60 km) 
An easy downhill ride 
leads to Merano.  The 
bike path follows a fast 
flowing mountain river.    

Merano, Italy 



Guided Via Claudia Bike Tour 
The Rides 

Departure Day 
Our bike tour ends in Merano.  There is no major transportation 
hub near Merano.  Frequent trains depart from the Merano train 
station.  We will be happy to assist you with your travel plans.  
Some sample travel times are listed below. 
 
Merano to Milan:   4 hours 
Merano to Venice:   4 hours 
Merano to Munich: 5 hours  
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Day 7 
Bike Tour End 

Other Questions? 
Toll free 1 888 491 2760  
info@charnestours.com 


